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L If the Indian community takes out registers voluntarily, the
new law will be repealed.
2.    Voluntary registration will be legalized by a new Bill.
3.    Voluntary registration will not apply to children under sixteen
years of age.
4.    There will be new forms of application for voluntary registration
and for registration certificates.   The register will mention the names of
husband, wife and children and their respective ages.
In the application form for voluntary registration the name of
the mother need not be mentioned but those of children and minors
will be necessary. Children under sixteen years of age will accompany
their parents [to the Registration Office] if they can, so that their ages and
facial marks of identification can be noted down. Those whose children
are outside the Transvaal need only furnish the name and age of each.
If parents ask for separate registers also for their children under sixteen
years of age, these will be granted. It should be remembered therefore
that children who are in the Transvaal must accompany their parents,
if they possibly can, when the latter go to apply for registers.
CONCERNING FINGER-PRINTS
(i) Those who know English well will not be required to give
either finger-prints or thumb-impressions.
(ii) Men of standing and those who own property can be exempted
from the giving of finger-prints or thumb-impressions.
(iii) Those who strongly object [on grounds of conscience] to
giving ten finger-prints will be allowed to give thumb-impressions.
(iv)   The rest will have to give the ten finger-impressions.
These concessions appear satisfactory. To ask for more will seem
unworthy of the Indian community. Always the respect that a man^
enjoys depends on his self-restraint. Even if a thoughtless demand
is conceded, it would be better not to accept the concession. I therefore
advise every Indian not to avail himself of the exemption allowed on
grounds of education or ownership of property. Within reasonable
limits, whatever we do under [this scheme of] voluntary registration
will be a sign of our goodness rather than of disgrace. For instance,
we will be helping the Government to ensure identification of Indians;
we will be giving all the requisite information and more. We can
be sure that by doing so, we shall rise in the esteem of others. That
being so, Mr, Essop Mia, Mr. Gandhi and other satyagrahis have decided
to give digit-impressions. By doing so they will not forfeit their rights;
a right can be kept in reserve. There are rights which, if not enjoyed,
add grace like jewellery, but prove harmful when-exercised. A perfect
analogy occurs to me, which I mention here to explain the object of
our struggle. The secret of the law, that is, its essence, can be described